
Hello T-Bolts , 
 

UPDATE ON GRADUATION -  SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2022 at 11AM 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Class of 2022 this weekend, Mother Nature continues to keep us on our toes. 
Looking at the forecasted rain for Saturday and to assure the best possible ceremony for our graduates, we 
will utilize the established rain date of Sunday, May 22, 2022. Our hope is for an outdoor ceremony Sunday but 
will continue to watch the forecast.  
 
The timing of the ceremony for our T-Bolts has been moved to 11 a.m. on Sunday. The need for this time 
change is because our sister school Stagg High School is reliant on overflow parking at churches around the 
campus which will not be available in the morning or early afternoon.  

 
 

We are excited to celebrate this most deserving class and are committed to making it the most memorable 
ceremony possible. We look forward to seeing our 2022 graduates and their families on Sunday the 22nd! 

 

ARRIVAL 
Graduates are to arrive no later than 10:00 a.m. Graduate drop off by North drive by the pond; they will then be 
directed to the appropriate staging area for line-up and processional march. 
 

PARKING 
Families are strongly encouraged to car-pool. Each graduate will receive one parking pass. Only cars with a parking 
pass will be allowed to park on campus beginning at 10:00 a.m. Off-campus parking will be available at Prairie View 
Junior High School (8500 West 175th Street, Tinley Park) and Moraine Valley Community College - South West 
Education Center (17900 S. 94th Ave., Tinley Park). Shuttle buses will make continuous runs from both of these off-
campus parking sites from 10:00 a.m. until 11:15 a.m., and will return passengers to the sites beginning 
immediately after the ceremony until 1:15 p.m. Shuttle buses will drop off passengers at the South Gate of the 
stadium and pick passengers up from the same location. 

 
HANDICAPPED PARKING 
Handicapped parking is available for those with a current handicapped parking placard issued by the State of 
Illinois. The car must also have a graduation parking pass. All of these conditions must be met in order for a car to 
be given access to handicapped parking on campus. Individuals with a handicap needing assistance to the outdoor 
seating area may request transportation via golf cart from the parking lot. There will be chair seating available on 
the outside track for handicapped individuals with a graduation ticket. Seating will also be available on the outside 
track for one adult (with a graduation ticket) that accompanies each handicapped person. 

 
TICKETS 
Graduating students will receive three (3) gold tickets and three (3) tickets of an alternate color at the end of their 
attended rehearsal on May 20, 2022. Either color ticket will gain admission to the outside ceremony. Only ticketed 
guests may enter through either the North or South Gates into the stadium. Gates open for seating at 10:00 a.m. 
There are around 500 graduates, so please plan accordingly for traffic. Seating is based on a first-come/first -served 
basis. No one will be admitted without a ticket. Please note: NO EXTRA TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE! If additional 
tickets are needed, seniors must check with other members of the senior class who may not be using all of their 
tickets.  
 
If we experience inclement weather on Sunday, May 22, our ceremony will be moved indoors and the ceremony will 
be held in the Main Gym. If the ceremony is moved to indoors, parents and graduates will be notified via "all-call" the 
day of graduation. The website will contain important messages about the status of the ceremony given any 
challenging or pending weather conditions. The first two rows of the bleachers on the south side of the Main Gym 



will be reserved for handicapped seating on a first-come/ firs t-s erved bas is  in the case of an indoor ceremony. Three 
(3) gold ticketed gues ts  will be permitted to the Main Gym; the other three (3) a lternate color ticketed gues ts  will be 
s eated in either the South Gym or the Performing Arts  Center, where a  live feed from the Main Gym will be shown. 
All guests should be seated by 10:50 a.m. Ushers will only admit guests with a ticket . Babies, baby carriers, and 
young children will not be admitted without a  ticket, nor are they allowed to sit on a parent’s lap. Due to space 
limitations, strollers are not allowed. The entire ticket must be presented at the door in order to access the gym. If 
you would like a ticket for memorabilia, you may ask for one as you exit the gym after the ceremony. Partial tickets 
will not be accepted for access. 

 
DRESS CODE 
The cap and gown is a uniform, and to break its uniformity is to destroy its significance. Gowns are delivered in a 
package. They should be neatly steamed prior to wearing them in the ceremony. The cap should be worn level on 
the head. The appearance of the cap is not to be altered by embellishments of any kind.  If a student arrives with 
embellishments on their cap, the cap will be taken away and a replacement cap will be given. Tassels should be 
worn over the right front quarter of the cap . The cap should be worn throughout the ceremony. Flowers or corsages 
are not permitted on the academic gown; nor are any stoles (outside of NHS) or flags to be worn. 
 
Only school issued graduation cords may be worn at graduation. These include: Top 10%, Perfect Attendance, 100+ 
Service Hours, Mu Alpha Theta, German Honors, and Spanish Honors. National Honor Society distributes NHS 
collars to their graduates. 
 
This is a formal event; students are asked to dress in formal or business casual attire. Due to field surface, high 
heels are NOT recommended. Any graduate who is dressed inappropriately, as determined by the supervising 
faculty, will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony. Graduates should NOT bring cameras, purses, etc. with 
them. 

 
BEHAVIOR 
In order to maintain decorum and respect for all graduates and their families, balloons, noisemakers, air horns, etc. 
are NOT permitted and will be confiscated. Furthermore, no one is allowed in the aisles or on stage during the 
ceremony except the participants. Parents who wish to present flowers to honored graduates should do so 
following  the ceremony. As in all District 230 school functions, use of tobacco or e-cigarettes is prohibited anywhere 
on school property. 

 
DIPLOMAS 
Diplomas will be distributed to students after the ceremony. No diploma will be distributed to anyone other than to 
the actual graduate. 

 
PROGRAMS 
In a continuous effort to “Go Green”, Victor J. Andrew High School will provide each graduating senior with one copy 
of the commencement program in the envelope with their diploma. This not only guarantees that all graduates 
receive a program, but also reduces the waste we regularly experience at this event. There will be a limited supply of 
programs available at the entrances of the ceremony. 

 
PHOTOS 
Grad Images will be the official photographer for the ceremony. They will be situated in a position to take three 
excellent shots of each graduate as they approach the stage and receive their diploma. Graduates, and their 
families, will receive their proof both by email and USPS following the ceremony. Because this service is provided, 
no one will be allowed near the stage for picture taking. Personal photos may be taken in the stadium of our school 
after the ceremony. Contact Grad Images at www.gradimages.com or call them at 800-261-2576 for additional 
information.  

http://www.gradimages.com/


 
LIVE VIDEO STREAMING AVAILABLE 
The graduation ceremony will be available live for viewing on the Internet. Log on to the Andrew website, 
andrew.d230.org, and select the link. 

 
AMENITIES 
Coolers or other containers will not be allowed in the stadium or in the school. Also, we are unable to provide 
wheelchairs. If you, or someone in your party will need a wheelchair, please make your own arrangements. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO THE CLASS OF 2022! 
The memories made by our VJA community have a special place with everyone involved in planning and 
participating in this year’s graduation ceremony. This Commencement Ceremony is the culminating event that 
celebrates those memories. We ask those in attendance to enjoy the event and honor the gravity that the event has 
for the entire VJA school community. 
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